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NewsBank

• Electronic databases

• What is Newsbank? 

• How to access it

• Formats

• Techniques for effective searching

• Setting up personal accounts 



Electronic Databases

• Web-based electronic databases
– Articles

• Subscription 
– Available FREE

 
to state employees

– Exclusive remote access
– ID and Password (State Library account number)

• Current 



Electronic Databases
• Flexible searching

– Words & phrases
– All-text
– Field searching
– Search by place
– Search individual titles
– Limits by date

• Handling the results
– Print, save/download, email
– Personal accounts



What is NewsBank?

• Newspapers
– Over 1,000 US Newspapers

• Major Metros (NY Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune)
• National titles (WSJ, USAToday, Christian Science Monitor)

• News Magazines
• Time, Newsweek, Fortune, Money, Parenting, SI, People…

• News Video 



What is NewBank?

• 23 Kentucky Newspapers

Courier-Journal (Louisville) Lexington Herald-Leader
Commonwealth-Journal (Somerset) Times-Tribune (Corbin)
Daily Independent (Ashland) Glasgow Daily Times 
Daily News (Bowling Green) Wayne County Outlook
Journal-Times (Grayson-Olive Hill) Grayson County News 
Daily News (Middlesboro) Hazard Herald 
Kentucky Enquirer (Ft Mitchell) Harlan Daily Enterprise  
Kentucky Post (Covington) Floyd County Times 
Sentinel Echo ( London) McCreary County Record
The Gleaner (Henderson) Morehead News
Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer Paducah Sun
News-Democrat & Leader (Russellville)



Accessing NewsBank

1. State Library Home Page (kdla.ky.gov)
– “Just for State Government Employees”



http://kdla.ky.gov

Step 1





Step 2



Step 3



Step 4



NewsBank Home Page



Accessing NewsBank

1. State Library Home Page (kdla.ky.gov)
– “Just for State Government Employees”

2. State Government Workers page
– “Use Online Electronic Databases for Research”

3. State Library Services Databases page
– Choose NewsBank

4. Last Name & State Library account number













Article Format

• Full-text 
– Reformatted 





Article Format

• Full-text
– Reformatted

• No images
– Photographs, drawings, maps, graphs, charts…
– Omitted images w/ captions noted at the bottom of article



Need the Pictures?
Request Interlibrary Loan 
through “Ask a Librarian”



Article Format
• Full-text 

– Reformatted 
• No images

– Photographs, drawings, maps, graphs, charts…
– Omitted images w/ captions noted at the bottom of article

• Not included or indexed
– Advertisements 
– Classifieds 
– Sale circulars / Coupons 
– Stocks 
– TV & movie listings 
– Comics



Searching

• Searching by place

• Searching within a single newspaper

• Basic search techniques

• Advanced search techniques

• Searching tips



Searching Places & Titles

• Searching Kentucky
– Default search of all Ky sources (23)
– 22 or less Ky sources

• Check titles you want to search



“KENTUCKY NATIONAL GUARD”





Searching Places & Titles

• Searching Kentucky
– Default search of all Ky sources (16)
– 15 or less Ky sources

• Check titles you want to search

• Searching another state







Searching Places & Titles

• Searching Kentucky
– All Ky sources (15)
– 14 or less Ky sources

• Check titles you want to exclude

• Searching another state

• Searching 2 or more states
– Check states from national list



MEDICARE





Searching Places & Titles

• Searching Kentucky
– All Ky sources (15)
– 14 or less Ky sources

• Check titles you want to exclude

• Searching another state

• Searching 2 or more states
– Check states from national list

• Searching single titles
– Choose from “Source List”











Searching Techniques

• Basic
– Words, phrases
– Boolean operators (and, or, not)
– Dates

• Advanced
– Field searching
– Truncation  & Wildcards



Basic Searching

• Single word or simple combination of words







Basic Searching

• Single word or simple combination of words

• Boolean operators to combine concepts
– “and” = all terms will be in the result included
– “or” = either or both terms will be in the result
– “not” = term will not be included in the result















Basic Searching

• Single word or simple combination of words

• Boolean operators to combine concepts
– “and” = all terms will be in the result included
– “or” = either or both terms will be in the result
– “not” = term will not be included in the result

• Common phrases in quotes 
– (ex.“gun control”, “civil rights”, “George W. Bush”…)









Basic Searching

• Single word or simple combination of words

• Boolean operators to combine concepts
– “and” = all terms will be in the result included
– “or” = either or both terms will be in the result
– “not” = term will not be included in the result

• Common phrases in quotes 
– (Ex.“gun control”, “civil rights”, “George W. Bush”…)

• Search by date
– A single day, range of days, before…, or after…









Advanced Searching

• Field searching
– Limit search to a part of the article or paper

• Headline, first paragraph, author, section











Advanced Searching

• Field searching
– Limit search to a part of the article or paper

• Headline, first paragraph, author, section

• Truncation & Wildcards
– Finding variations of words

• Use * at the end of word in place of multiple letters
– Ex. MANAG*, EDUCAT*, LIBRAR*

• Use ? In the middle of a word in place of single letters
– Ex. WOM?N















Jane’s Basic Search Tips

– “Start simple”
– “Look for strange words”
– “What’s another

 
word

 
for

 
it”

– “Spellng maters”
– “Too many hits – Narrow it down”
– “Not enough hits ----------- Go broad”
– “Help helps”
– “Problems? Questions? ……………………



Jane’s Basic Search Tips

• …Call the professionals”
– Contact State Library for questions on using 

databases or when you encounter problems

– Monday – Friday 8:00 - 4:30 (ET)

– In Frankfort    564-8300, ext. 342

– Toll Free  800-928-7000, ext. 342



Personal Account

• Save and file articles

• Save searches

• Set up email alerts

• Register 
– First time only
– Login each session after registration









Personal Account

• Save and file articles
– Save them within the session
– File for future access









Personal Account

• Save and file articles
– Save them within the session
– File for future access

• Save searches
– Searches you can repeat in future sessions
– Find search in “Search History” and save







Personal Account

• Email alerts
– Keep current without searching everyday 
– When a new article is added to NewsBank
– Based on a search 
– Set frequency (daily, once a week…)

– Email comes from NewsBank
– Email includes links to articles











Training Opportunities
• Database Tutorials

– http://www.kdla.ky.gov/sgworker/databases.htm

• Online Guide to Resources for State Employees
– http://www.kdla.ky.gov/pdf/tutorial_of_services.pdf
– PDF format manually navigate from screen to screen

• Online Training Calendar
– http://www.kdla.ky.gov/sgworker/sgtrainingcalendar.htm

• Recorded training sessions available 24/7
– http://www.kdla.ky.gov/sgworker/training/recordings.htm









Training Opportunities

• Special in-person or online training for a group
– Contact Nancy Houseal
– nancy.houseal@ky.gov
– 502-564-8300, ext. 232 
– 800-928-7000, ext. 232



We are here for you

• For questions contact State Library Reference:

502-564-8300, ext. 342
800-928-7000, ext. 342

Email Ask-a-Librarian 
http://www.kdla.ky.gov/research/sgasklib.asp



Tell us what you think

• Please write down this web address to complete survey

http://tinyurl.com/56jeu6
• Survey includes a request for a training certificate

We look forward to serving your information needs...
State Library Services Staff
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